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over with the revolutionary mob assembled under the red

The whole of Moscow was in either open or secret
opposition, including the representatives of the nobility and
of the merchant class. Some of the Moscow millionaires
contributed liberally not only to the cause of the constitu-
tional movement, but even to the revolution. The industrial
king Savva Morozov donated several millions to the revo-
lutionists, through an actress who lived with Maxim Gorki
and with whom Morozov was infatuated. Early in 1905,
I remember, Morozov asked me over the telephone to
receive him. I granted his desire, and he expressed to me
the most extreme opinions to the effect that we must get rid
of the autocracy, introduce a parliamentary system, etc.,
etc. Taking advantage of the fact that I had known him
for many years and that I was many years his senior, I laid
my hand on his shoulder and said to him: "As I wish you
well, I shall give this advice: Attend to your business, and
keep away from the revolution." Morozov was visibly
taken aback, but my words sobered him and he thanked me
for my advice. He was later caught red-handed in Moscow.
To avoid a scandal, the police proposed to him that he leave
the country. Abroad he became completely entangled in
the revolutionary net and committed suicide.
Another leading spirit of the Moscow industrial world,
Krestovnikov, chairman of the Stock Exchange Committee,
if I remember rightly, came to see me soon after the pub-
lication of the constitutional manifesto. The purpose of
his visit was to plead for a lowering of the rate at which
the Imperial Bank discounted bills of exchange. In those
days the country was passing through a severe financial
crisis, and the safety of the gold standard of our currency
depended upon my success in concluding a foreign loan.
Without explaining to him our financial situation, I merely
told him that I was unable to grant his desire. Krestov-